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R e d s “ i rr el The red squirrel, with its russet fur and tufted ears that grow longer in winter, is native to Britain but rarely seen, apart from in a few UK regions in coniferous or mixed woodland. It is very elusive and lives
q mainly in the trees, hunting for nuts, seeds and acorns. The drey, built in the branches, can be shared among several squirrels.
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S‘IO at A long, slender mustelid, with short legs, an orange-brown back, a creamy white throat and belly, and a black-tipped tail, the stoat is larger than the weasel, with a distinctive bounding gait. It often runs BI’itiSh w“ dlife
about in zigzag moves in search of prey. In winter in northern areas, its fur turns white, known as ermine, for camouflage in the snow.
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R abbit Native to Britain, the endearing rabbit, with its grey-brown coat, bobtail and long incisors, lives in large colonies of 2-10 members, burrowing underground in sandy soil to form complex warrens with nest
chambers. It emerges to graze on grass and vegetation, mainly at dawn and dusk. Speed and agility are the main defences against predators.
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H H Britain’s only wild species of cat, resembling a large tabby cat, with long, thick fur, a powerful body and a blunt, bushy tail marked with black rings, the wildcat is found in Scotland on remote hills, moors HH H H
sco“ISh w“dcat and in forestry plantations. Rather timid, it usually hunts alone or in a pair at dawn or dusk, resting up during the day in a den. B"tISh w“dllfe
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Widespread in the British countryside and towns, resourceful and highly adaptable, red foxes are territorial animals, mostly living in family groups of a pair and their cubs. They have excellent
low-frequency hearing and can detect small animals moving underground. After breeding, the female usually makes several dens in case she is disturbed.
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G osh awk The goshawk is a powerful, fierce-looking raptor with a prominent brow and wings designed for weaving through trees to hunt its prey. It flies low and makes short dashes to seize birds and small BI‘itiSh Wi I d Iif e
mammals on the forest edge or open ground. It is always seen solitarily or in pairs and is highly territorial. The nest is reused for several years.
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