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Pyramid of the 
Magician 
Uxmal, Mexico

The tallest and most distinctive 

structure of the Mayan ruins at 

Uxmal, the Pyramid of the Magician 

dominates the site. Considered 

unique because of its rounded 

sides, height, steep slope, and 

unusual elliptical base, it gets its 

name from a legend that it was 

built by a powerful dwarf magician.             

The Mayan city of Uxmal flourished 

from 600-1000 AD. At its height it 

was home to about 25,000 people.
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Joshua Tree 
National Park 
California, USA

Sculpted by strong winds, this 

vast wilderness spanning some 

3,000km is made up of two distinct 

ecosystems. The lower Colorado 

Desert is 910m below sea level and 

filled with cacti, scrub and creosote 

bushes. In the higher, cooler Mojave 

Desert the iconic Joshua Trees - a 

gnarled type of Yucca with twisted 

branches - dominate an ethereal 

landscape of hills of bare rock, 

broken up into loose boulders. 
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Corte 
Corsica, France

In the centre of the island, in a 

striking natural setting, circled by 

jagged peaks at the confluence of 

several rivers, the dramatic citadel 

of Corte occupies a towering 

pinnacle of rock. Below the citadel 

the main town descends down one 

street with steep steps leading up 

to houses and shops. Corte was the 

capital of the island from 1755-1769 

under Pasquale Paoli’s short-lived 

Corsican Republic.
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Borobudur 
Magelang, Java, Indonesia

This famous Buddhist temple, 

dating from AD 780 to 840, is 

the world’s biggest Buddhist 

monument, located on a hilltop on 

the island of Java, amid lush and 

beautiful scenery. The architecture 

and stonework make it a marvel of 

design. Built without any cement 

or mortar, it consists of nine 

stacked platforms, topped by a 

central dome, decorated with 2,672 

relief panels and originally 504 

Buddha statues.
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Lake Tekapo 
South Island, New Zealand

In the heart of the Mackenzie 

Region, this remarkable turquoise 

lake in the dramatic setting of 

the Southern Alps gets its intense 

milky-turquoise colour from the 

fine rock-flour (ground by glaciers), 

suspended in the water. It is also 

known for its splendid seasonal 

display of lupins that bloom 

along its shores, introduced in the 

Mackenzie Basin in the 1940s and 

the slopes of the Roundhill Ski Area.
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Fort Borj el Kebir 
Houmt El Souk,
Djerba, Tunisia

Houmt El Souk is the main town 

of the island of Djerba. A popular 

tourist destination, it is famous for its 

traditional souk and the fortress built 

in the 14th century over the ruins of an 

ancient Roman city. The rectangular 

fort is flanked by round and square 

towers and accessed by a drawbridge. 

An antiquarium room houses various 

objects found on site. The walkways 

offer a superb view of the surroundings 

and the open sea.
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Petite Police Beach 
Mahé, Seychelles

This idyllic beach, lined with coral 

formations, is located on the 

remote southwestern tip of Mahé. 

The Petite Police beach is situated 

next to its sister beach,  the Police 

Bay. These two magnificent bays 

have rolling waves, crystal-clear 

turquoise waters and soft white 

sand. The strong currents here make 

them dangerous for swimming, but 

walkers can enjoy a solitary stroll 

along this pristine coastline.
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Kyrenia Harbour 
Cyprus

On the northern coastline of 

Cyprus, Kyrenia was founded 

by the Achaeans, ancient Greek 

colonists, in the 10th century BC and 

fortified by the Byzantines, Franks, 

and Venetians. Its picturesque 

horseshoe-shaped harbour with a 

backdrop of the jagged mountains 

behind is flanked by a massive 12th 

century Crusader castle. Today it is 

full of yachts and fishing boats with 

restaurants and cafes around it.
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Wernigerode 
Harz, Germany

The town of Wernigerode, on 

the northern edge of the Harz 

Mountains, is renowned for 

its historic town centre and lavishly 

restored and colourful half-

timbered houses. The town hall 

built in 1420 in the market square 

has soaring towers, bay windows, 

stained glass, an impressive 

entrance, intricate frescoes, and 

wooden sculptures. Towering 

majestically over the town is the 

romantic hilltop castle.
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Tombstone Mountain 
Yukon Territory, Canada

Tombstone Territorial Park’s 

2,200km² area protects a unique 

wilderness of rugged peaks, 

stunning arctic tundra, sparkling 

lakes, gorgeous alpine meadows 

and abundant wildlife including 

black and grizzly bears, caribou, 

moose, wolves, Dall sheep and 

marmots. The Dempster Highway 

passes through the park and 

provides superb views of the arctic 

tundra landscapes, wildlife and 

access to hiking areas. 
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Otagi Nenbutsu-ji 
Temple 
Arashiyama, Kyoto, Japan

This temple, hidden in remote hills 

has a long and unfortunate history of 

building, destruction by storms and 

floods, then rebuilding. It is known for 

its collection of 1,200 Rakan statues 

representing Buddha’s disciples, 

many quite humorous, each one 

unique. They were carved by visitors, 

guided by priest and sculptor Kocho 

Nishimura between 1981-91, but they 

look older as they are covered in moss. 
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Obertauern 
Austria

Located in the Salzburg region 

near to the highest point of the 

Radstädter Tauern Pass in the 

Central Eastern Alps at 1,740m, this 

is one of Austria’s biggest and most 

snow-sure winter sports resorts, 

renowned for its amazing views and 

endless kilometres of pistes. In 1920, 

after the First World War, the first 

skiers came to Obertauern on foot. 

Their baggage was transported by 

horse-drawn sleighs.
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